Samantha Shelton

Artist Statement
My name is Samantha Shelton, and I am a self-representing artist living in Omaha Nebraska. I am also an officer in the US Air Force, stationed at Offutt Air Force Base.  I have been painting since I was a child.   I began drawing in first grade, where I took first prize in an Oregon County Fair, for a drawing of Charlie Brown. Since 7 years old, my subject matter has included a degree of the fantastical or pop.  I remember drawing, because I wanted to have something lovely to hang on my walls.  I took a 4-year hiatus during college, and then picked up the brush again about 3 years ago, in Washington D.C.  I took many workshops at the Alexandria Torpedo Factory Art Center.  
I create original abstract expressive contemporary art in acrylic, oil, encaustic, and mixed media. My art is abstract, because there is no clear form and it is expressive, because the forms are not obvious. My objective is to create a composition in a post modernism painting style, with rough nonprecise edges and lines.  The concepts of repetition, reduction, and figurative line are used frequently in my paintings.  

For me it’s all about texture and layers – letting the spectator know that the painting before them is not a print, but a unique one of a kind creation.  I use thick impasto brush and knife work, to convey a fresh textural feeling.  Many of my paintings include some collage materials adhered to the canvas, like newspaper, tinfoil, rice paper, tape, clear transparencies, woodcut prints, and photo transfer.  If it can be glued and painted over, you may find it in my work.  I often stain the surface with liquid acrylics to create a colorful under painting. The paint is then applied in layers on top of the substrate, to create a highly textured surface. I also often apply gesso or molding paste to directly to the canvas before painting, to create a more vivid factura, such as in “Soar” and “Fossils”. I also experiment with painting through porous materials such as Japanese lace paper, or a grid, transferring a pattern to the surface of the painting. 
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No paintings of mine are ever planned.  I don't know what the painting will be at the beginning. As I paint, images start to appeal to me, and the creative process happens.  My paintings are like family.  I pour my whole heart into them.  
Please visit my online art portfolio at
www.visual-bliss.net.
E-mail:  sam.l.shelton@gmail.com
Phone:   571-451-2142

