Samantha Lee Shelton

Biography

Samantha Shelton has been passionate about art since childhood.  Her passion was ignited after winning first prize in the Oregon Douglas County fair for a drawing of Charlie Brown.  She spent her youth drawing the world around her with the colored pencil set her father gave her.  She spent several adolescent summers in Scottsdale, Arizona where her uncle owned a tile company.  She learned to glaze ceramic tiles and compose wall murals, an experience that heavily influenced her later work with geometric patterns.  Samantha was an honors art and math student in high school and won many awards.  She received a ROTC scholarship for academic excellence in 1993.
Samantha graduated Illinois Tech with a computer science degree in 1997, earning a commission as a communications officer in the U.S. Air Force.  Her first assignment was in Montgomery, Alabama, where she created a series of abstract, geometric drawings in pastel and colored pencil, many of which were shown in local galleries.  After three years in Montgomery, she moved to Incirlik AFB in Turkey for 15 month assignment supporting Operation Northern Watch.  

Samantha spent countless hours hiking and exploring the ruins of Turkish castles, cisterns, and mosques, finding artistic inspiration in the country’s Romanesque landscape.  Turkish architecture and culture continue to influence her work.  For instance, she incorporates the evil eye into many of her works. 
In 2002, she moved to Alexandria, Virginia, where she worked at the Pentagon supporting the Global War on Terrorism.  One of her first tasks was rebuilding the Pentagon photography lab destroyed in the 9/11 attacks.  She joined the Alexandria Art League in 2003 and focused on broadening and honing her painting abilities.  She studied at Alexandria’s Torpedo Factory, where she practiced techniques such as figurative line, minimalism, post-minimalism, reduction, repetition, and art brut.  She also studied printmaking, encaustics, and collage, while developing a free associative and painterly style incorporating printing and painting techniques interlaid on multiple media.  
After a three-month deployment to Djibouti, Africa, she was transferred to Omaha, Nebraska in 2005, where she lives and explores her art today.  She is a member of the Omaha Print Maker’s Guild.

