Samantha Lee Shelton

Goal Statement

My personal goals are to continue painting and to share my work with others.  I am self-trained and find challenges liberating, especially when discovering new ways to paint. Although I have never attended art school, I strive to learn as much as I can about art and design.  The process of painting is very significant to me.  I work in various media (oil, acrylic, wax, ink, and pencil) because the results are unexpected and intriguing.  
I paint in my dreams.  It is the surprise of the final result that is elevating; the act of bringing the dream into the tangible world of sight and touch.  I want my paintings to look and feel hand made; not facsimiles, but artifacts in full spectrum color.
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Precise and smooth brush work does not interest me.  As a computer scientist, I associate smoothness with computer algorithms and machine precision.  One of my goals is to make compositions come to life by adding structure and dimension.  I use thick impasto brush and knife work to convey a fresh textural feeling.  I paste found materials such as tape, tinfoil, and paper to canvas to add surface height, transparency, and interest.  My content is abstract, expressive, and surreal, stemming from memories of the Turkish landscape and the Cascade Mountains of my youth.  It is a free associative style incorporating both printing and painting techniques and interlaying various mediums together in new and exciting ways.
